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Citizen Participation in Governance
Introduction 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Citizen Participation in government refers to the process whereby interested citizens take part in the decision-making process concerning matters that affect them, for example, voting. According to the live chat, active citizen participation must involve the government, elected leaders and the public. In the United States of America (USA), public participation is a right. A major role of public participation is to ensure that resources are accessible to everyone irrespective of their backgrounds or social class. According to Narayan P. (2018), Citizen Participation also legitimizes the institutions of governance and their projects. There are many forms of citizen participation, for example, jury duty, voting, and volunteering for campaigns. Technology has made public participation a lot easier because citizens can keep up with everything happening in government, make inquiries, and even give their opinions of how they want development done.
One way that American citizens participate in governance
	In America, citizens can and do participate in government because of democracy which allows members of the public to take part in matters of governance. One way in which American citizens exercise their right of citizen participation is through jury duty. A selected juror has the task to determine whether a given party is guilty or innocent in either a state or a federal court.
	Jury trials are an important opportunity for citizens to participate in governance. Such trials prevent tyranny, allow the people to express themselves, and also ensure that the judicial arm of the government remains uncompromised by providing an alternative jury other than the employees of the government. The jury system also ensures that one gets an opportunity to be tried by their peers who are more interested in making the right judgment rather than a judge or magistrate who provides a ruling because it is their job. For example the case of Michael Jackson in November 2003-June 2005.
Conclusion
	I have learned that there are numerous ways in which I can participate in governance. For example, attending public participation meetings, volunteering in campaigns and jury duty.
Also, it is essential to participate in governance because it helps to keep the government in check.


Reference
Narayan, P. (2018). The Informal Local: A Multi-scalar Approach to Examining Participation. Urban Renewal, Community and Participation: Theory, Policy, and Practice, 199.
